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give bees a chance
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Join the Host Defense® 
BeeFriendly™ Initiative

Help Support Research with Mushrooms† to:
* Help solve Colony Collapse Disorder

* Eliminate Varroa mites 
without harming bees

* Decrease viral burden in bees   
* Improve bee longevity & immunity

† Applies to all bottle sizes of MyCommunity®, Reishi, Chaga, MycoBotanicals™ 
Brain, MycoBotanicals™ Liver and MycoBotanicals™ Woman purchased 4/1/16 
to 6/30/16 for a total donation up to $50,000.



Why Do Bees Need Our Help?
Since the initial detection of Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD) in 2006, honeybee keepers in 
the US have been losing roughly 30% of their 
hives each year.  In 2015, CCD affected 41% 
of managed honeybee hives—that’s like 
an orange farmer losing 41% of his groves in 
one year; can you imagine?

Honeybees do far more than just make honey.  
Their role as hard-working pollinators serve 
a critical purpose in the world of agriculture, 
for many varieties of produce, from almonds 
and apples to blueberries and broccoli.  
Without bees, the future of food security 
is gravely threatened.

Although CCD is not fully understood, 
it appears to be a synergism of multiple 
factors, including pesticide and GMO exposure, 
parasites, and viral infections.  Some experts 
estimate that if solutions are not found, CCD 
could decimate all managed bee colonies 
nationwide within five years.  

Saving honeybees means saving the food 
we need to survive.

The Power of Mushrooms
In 2014, Paul Stamets (leading mycologist, 
visionary and TED Talk presenter), 
Steve Sheppard (Chair of the Department 
of Entomology, Washington State University) 
and the Washington State Beekeepers 
Association teamed up in a research initiative 
called BeeFriendlyTM to help reverse devastating 
declines in the global bee population that are 
critically threatening the world’s food security.
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 give bees a chance



Last year, 300 sets of bees consumed 
Host Defense mushroom extracts via their 
feed water.  The experiments were designed 
to measure how mushroom extract supple-
mentation impacted viral burdens and longevity.  
Host Defense extracts, especially Reishi 
and Chaga, showed substantial benefit 
to honeybees, including extended longevity 
and increased immunity!

Dozens more experiments are underway 
including research on whether certain species 
of mycopesticide fungi can eliminate the 
parasitic Varroa destructor mites that decimate 
beehives around the world.

Join With Us!
Host Defense has launched a national 
campaign to farmers, beekeepers, natural 
products retailers and customers, and across 
social media, to increase awareness about 
this critical bee research.  

Your support NOW will help fund critical 
Phase 2 FIELD HIVE TESTS in summer 2016, 
where bees across Washington State will 
be fed Host Defense mushroom extracts 
to measure their longevity over the winter.



$1 = +
Each bottle       =      mushroom       +         cash

extracts                 donation
for bees               for research

Featured Products

Every purchase supports our DONATION of mushroom 
extracts, cash and services (up to $50,000) to 
Washington State University for continued research!

*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.     
 These products are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.



Economic Engine
HONEY BEES MAKE THE ROUNDS
Hives are often on the go. Crops bloom at 
different times, so beekeepers take their hives 
to where the crops are blooming, both for polli-
nation work or to make specific types of honey.
The California almond crop is the engine of the 
Northwest beekeeping business.  Beekeepers 
nationwide drive their hives to California to 
pollinate the crop in February and March. 
Afterwards, many keepers drive their bees 
to Washington for the tree fruit season, 
April to May.
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1.6Number of hives 
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Hard Work, 
Hard Times
THE HONEY BEE HAS CHANGED 
THE WORLD
The bee as a hard-working pollinator gives 
the honey bee a big role in world agriculture. 
Without bees, our modern world wouldn’t 
have the food we depend on. Saving the bees 
means saving the crops we all need.

20 B
IL

LI
O

N Value of 
Washington 
crops alone 
pollinated 
by bees

College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences, WSU
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